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generall Aſmblie. © 


@ OD by the light of Nature informing all per- 


'ſones and ſocieties to ſtudie their owne pre- . 


ſervation, teacheth alſo the particular kirkes 
of a Nation, as the members of one bodie, to draw 
together into a conſociation , or repreſentative meet- 
ing, for the preſervation of the whole, which cannot 
bee ſufficiently procured by the particular care of Sef- 
ſions, Presbyteries and Synods; they being but- parts 
thereof, and no more independent and abſolute in 
themſelves then particular corporations civile are in 
reſpe& of the whole kingdome: So that by Natures 
light, the Parliament is not more neceſfarie for the 
s ai of a kingdome, then is a nationall Afſembliefor 
the particular kirks of a kingdome. 

The Sone of God, the King and Head of his Kirk, 
hath gratiouſly promiſed, where two or three are ga- 
thered together in His Name, there Hee will bee a- 
mongſt the mids of them; which doeth als well prove 
the Divine originall of riationall Aſſemblies tobe keeped 
in the caſe of the urgent neceſſitie of rhe Kirk, as of 
other inferior meetings of the Kirk: And therefore the 
' Councels of old uſed this. for their warrand, and the 
Fathers being conveencd in Councells, uſed;to pray for 
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- . Reaſons for 
the preſence and affiſtance of Chriſt upon this ground 
of his gratious promiſe. - 
The holy Ghoſt filling che hearts of the Apoltles, 
moved them to conveene in a councell at Jeruſalem 


2, ty fortheright governing and well being of the kirk. 


to that which we. 
_ by them 


| a generall aſſemblie. 
, by thempreſervedagainſt error and herefie, theworſhip 
was keeped pure againſt ſuperſtition and idolatrie z the 
Diſcipline was holden inintegritie againſt confuhon and 
tyranniez unitie &-peace wasentertained againſt ſchitme 
and diviſion; pictic and learning were advanced againſt 
profanitie and idleneſſe, every man had his gift ſtirred up 
and increaſed, every gitt was made uſeof asit might 
ſerve forthe goodot the kirk, and all went from theſe aſ- 
ſemblies with freſhreſolurions, and f:rvent zealefor the 
worke of God intheir particular places.. : | . 

The libertie ofthis Kirk for holding aſſemblies was:al- 
ſoacknowledged, and ratified byacts of Parliament, as 
is manifeſt by the letter ſent from the Allemblies rorhe 
Earle of AortonthanRegent, in March.1573: And by 
thea& of Parliamentin the year 1592, For:{uch nece(- 
ſary cauſes as are"exprelt intheſe acts, which being-ne- 

| | a7 9%. could not be preſerved, King James ,as-at 
iverſe other times, ſo by his Commiſsioners ar Lithgow, 
in the year 1606, . did acknowledge that tbe keeping of 
ogenerall affemblies was the moſt neceſſary meane for 
prefervation-of -pictie and union; and for. exterminati- 
' ot of | hereffe and: ſchifme, and therefore willed that 
the at of Parliament for. 'conveening the generall AL. 
femblie once-mthe year ſhould ſtand in force. The pre- 
lats themſelves in their aflemblic ar: G/a/gow 1610, Cx- 
pteſly acknowledged, that: the. neceſsiry of the Kirk 
did require yearly generally- affemblies, 'and. the a& 
of that afſemblie did ſuppoſe and import the ſame: 
for by the A& they were:made lyable- to: the cen- 
ſure of the generall. Aſſembly-intheir life, office, 8 
benefice in generall, and in ſome particulars ſpecified 
therein,as that of the proceſſe of — 
4+ The 


2 R———_— ; 


— 


. Reaſons for... 
The-cauſes notedby Divines for the utilitie and ne- 
ccſſitie of Councels are many, As 1, For ſupprefling 
herefie 8 controverſies about points of doctrine: 2. Fot 
redreſcing abuſes and enormities: . 3. For appointing, 
reſtoring, or preſerving the Diſcipline of the Kirk: 
4. For the peace of the Kirk and for unitie: 5. For 
the mutuall comfort and benefite which the Godly 
may finde in their meetings ,' by ſtirring up, and ac- 
quainting one another with the ſtate of their particular 
Kirks: 6; For the confirmation of doubting mindes in 


_ the truerh-. 7. For keeping faithfull Paſtors in their 


places, thurſt out by their adverſaries, pertuchers of 
the Kirk: 8. For puniſhing of hereticks, or ſuch as in-. 
troduce novations'in the Kirk. Any one of thoſe may 
bee a ſufficient cauſe of conveening a generall afſem- 
bly: Burt at this time not one ortwo, butall ofthem 
in-a concurſe may bee heard, crying for fo neceſſarie 
a remeadie : For 1. The dodrine is corrupted by Ar- 
minianiſme and Popiſh errors, 2, Abuſes andenormi- 
tics through the governement of prelats are multiplied- 
3. The Diſcipline of this Kirk eſtabliſhed, by the acts 
of aſſemblies and by ſolemne oath, is not only. per- 


| verted, but overturned: 4, Peace and unitic in the 


Kirk is turned into ſchiſme and diviſion, by the adver- 


'- ſaries, who have minded nothing but their worldly 


peace, and increaſe of theirdignities: 5. Bretheren of 
the Miniſterie 'are become ſtrangers one to another , 
their mindes filled with ſuſpitions , and none of them 
bettered by another, 'more then if they were Mini- 
ſtas in ſundrie kingdomes: 6, Many of the people 


haverfor-a long time:-doubted of their religion, nor 


knowing-.what handito turne'to, when they ound 
3G ſuch 
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a general aſſembhie. 


; ſuch diverſitie of opinions amongſt Paſtors, 7, Faith- 


full Paſtors have beene thurſt our of their Miniſterie 
through uſurpation of the prelats and their adherents, 
who take the greater libertie, and boldneſle to ſmite 
their Fellow-ſcrvants, that there bee no generall Aſ- 


ſemblies to controule or cenſure. them. 8. eArmint 


an and popiſh teachers bot} in Kirks and ſchooles 
are rather rewarded and preferred, then cenſured and 
controlled: And therefore except Wee will ſuffer re- 
ligion to expire, and the Kirk of Chriſt to periſh by 
conſumption or by . combuſtion, Wee muſt rc{olve 
upon the neceſsitic of generall Afemblics. 


—— 


Objeftions anſwered. 


T HE name of the Kirk belonges to the pre/ates, and the 
meeting of Our prelats for matters of religion # the 
repreſentative Kirk of this kingdpme. 
The prelars'cannot bee our repreſentative Kitke : 
Tt. Becauſe” they are not office. bearers of this Kirke , 
which ſince the time that the'office of biſhops was 
aboliſhed, hath never to this day :cknowledged any 
ſuch officesas is now' exercedby them. 2. Although 
the office of: our *prelats had beene receaved by this 
Kirk, yet can they not bee eſteemed the Kirk repre- 
ſentative, fince both in the Apoſtolick councell; 47s 
I5, and in many Other councels afterward, Presbyters 
had their voices, and the ſpirits of the Prophets muſt 
be ſubjeRro all ſuch asby gifts and calling are prophers. 
3. Becauſe 
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Leaſons JOr te # 
3- Becanſe they have no more warrand by the lawes. 
of the countrey and Acts of the Kirk. to repreſent the 
Kirk, then ſome few. citizens, turning robbers, have 
to repreicnt the corporation of the city ,- or ſome 
ſmall faction ry{ing in a kingdome againſt the funda- 
mentall lawes, to repreſent the whole kingdome, or 
an impoſtume growing on the bodie, and making it 
diſcafed and monſtrous.to repreſent the bodie: - 4. It 
is manifeſt by the ads of Parliament and Aſſemblies, 
that this kirk and kingdome never acknowledged any 
other kirk repreſentative ſince the reformation ,| but 
the generall Aſſemblie orderly conſtitute of Commil- 
ſionars, choſen and delegate for that effet. 2. The 
Service book, and new Canons repreſent to all men, 
what concluſions wee may looke for from the pre- 
lates, if they were acknowledged to bee the kirk re. 
preſentative: And Wee may ſafely fay of them, if 
they were the kirk repreſentative, what is by all our 
Divines affirmed of the- Romane repreſentative kirk, 
made up of the members of the Romane hieratchie), 
that it cannot be the true kirk, Rs PEOLETY 
Where the Chriftian kirk liveth under an. unchriſtian - 
eMarziftrate , eAſſemblies of the kirk wuſt bee. keeped , 
( according to the cuſtome of the kirk for many yeares ) 
withour the conſent of the eMagiitrate > Bus where: the 
Kirke Izveth under a (hriftian Magiſtrate , ſo that the 
kirke and Commonwealth make but oue.corporattion; the 


Aſſemblies of the kirk mu#t depend x iy the tndiftiog. of 
the Trince or eMagziftrate , who # the: head of the repus> 
Llick, and the princtpall member of #be kirk... .. ' .. 

| Wee humblie -acknowledge. that the ſupreme. Ma- 


Kirk, 


8 general aſſembhe. 
kirk, and when in his wiſedome he thinketh it conve- 
* aicnt; he may by his authoritie conveene aſſemblies 
ef all ſorts, whether generall, provinciall, presbytries, 
or kirk Seſſions: But the queſtion is, whether he may 
ohibite or impede them, when the neceſſities of the 
irk evidently call for them, 2. No man will thinke 
that a republick, becoming a Chriſtian Kirk, ſhould 
lofle any of her civile liberties , why then ſhall a kirk 
4 being in her ſelfe a > 7 nn republicke, although of a- 
mother kinde, becauſe ſheenow lives undera Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate, loſle her priviledges , or ſuffer diminution 
in her Chriſtian liberty, whereof the holding of aſſem- 
blics is a neceſſary part: 3. When the Chriftian Ma- 
piſtrate either forbiddeth, or in che urgent neceſſity 
of the Kirk forbeareth ro conveene Aſlemblies in 
'this poine the Kirk is left to her own libertie, and muſt 
provide for her own ſafertie. 4. The great wiſedome 
of Ieſus Chriſt, the King of the Kirk', hath provided 
Tufficient pple for all her neceſities, and fitting re- 
medies for all her evils, of which there be many that 
cannot bee helped without generall Afemblics ;z and 
therefore, not only the Chriſtian Prince, but the pa- 
{tors of the Kirk, eſpecially when the indition cannot 
be obtained of the P rince,are bound as they will anſwer 
to Chriſt to provide that the Eccleſiaſticke republick 
receave nodetriment,and to eſtceme the ſaferie of the 
Kuk to be the ſupremelaw. 


 elthoughthelibertieof the Kirk for holding afſemblies Objer. 
once in the year at teaft,, and oftener pro re nata, be ratified 3* 
38the Parliament 1592. yet the af of Parliament 1612. 
acknowledgeth the indi@ion of the generall aſſemblies to 
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Regſons by: 
gertalne to his Majefty by the prerogative of his royali 


Crowne, and therefore abrogates the former act, 


God forbid thatany man ſhould be ſo impious, as to 
thinke that his Majcſtics royall prerogative doth con- 
taine or import any thing contrarie to the royall pre- 
rogative of Chriſt , by whom Kings reigne, or to the 
liberties granted co the Chriſtian Kick, whoſe nurſe 
fathers Kings on earth muſt be, the matter therefore 
may be eafily ſalved without wrong to the Kings Ma- 
jeſty, or to Ieſus Chriſt the King of Kings, and to his 
Kirk by this threefold diſtintion. The firſt which is 
uſed in the point of calling Aſſemblies both by Popiſh 
and reformed Divines , putteth a difference betweene 
a ſolemne and publicke indition, Vis citations ac pub. 
lice authorizations, by way of citation or compulſion 
by authoritiez and between a voluntarie meeting, Per 
wiam admonttionts ac requiſitionis , by way of Chriſti. ; 
an admoniton or advertiiement; the former is ſo proper 
to the King by his prerogative, that it can neither be 
given to the Pope, nor toany forraine poyer,nor with- 
out uſurpation canbe claimed by any of his Majeſties 
Subjects. 49/es only may blow the trumpet ; The 0- 
ther is proper to the Kirk and her otfice-bearers, which 
neither is, nor can be taken from her by any Ad of 
Parliament. Secondly we are to diſtinguiſh betweene 
a cumulative or rather a poſitive power of calling Aſ- 
ſemblies,and berweenea privative or deſtruftive power; 
The former is acknowledged by the A&.of Par- 
liament to belong to the King, who being Custos #« 
$riuſque tabule, may, and ought,pro'ye na9, call theaf- 
{emblies of the Kirk , bur the other cannot be meant 
in the aQt of Parliament 1612+ 1. Becauſe it doeth 
got 


LE Ln 


a general afſemblie. 
; bot Confer aty new power,but only declareth quo jure 
his former power of indicting (whichis only fetdown in 
the a& 1592.) doth apperraine ro him? 2. Becauſe in 
the act 1592. it was found that the Kings power of 
inditing generall aſſemblies, and that by vertue of his 
peer gue royall, might conſiſt with this native li- 
ertie of the Church , to appoint the time and place 
of her neceſlare aſſemblies, incaſe of the Kings nor 
uſing his prerogarive by appointing them: 3nd the 
act of the Kings prerogative was declared to conteine 
no derogation to the liberties and priviledges granted by 
God ro his Church, whereof the libertie of generall aſ- 
ſemblies is there acknowledged to be one. 3. Becauſe al- 
though Cujzs eft nolle, ejus eft & welle, it is not alwayes re- 
ciprocall, Cujw et vellc, ejus eft & nolle.,, and 4. becauſe 
the at of G/4/zow allembiie, whereof theadt of Parlia- 
ment is racificatorie , acknowledgeth the neceſsitie of 
yearlie generall aſſemblies. | 
Thirdlie, We muſt obferve the difference betwixe the 
indiiongor calling of aſſemblies conſidered abſolutelic, 
and in reſpedt of the circumſtances of time and place, 
Indi&o ſimpliciter, and ſecttudum quid, the at of Parli- 
- ament intendeth no further but touching the circum- 
ſtancess of the place,as in what town the aſſemblic ſhall 
conveene, and of the time in what Moneth of the year, 
and whar day of the moneth, 3s is evident by the a&@ of 
I592. which giveth this libertie oftime and place tothe 
aſſemblie, when the Rings Majeſtic or his Commilsio» 
ner doth not appoint them. 
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